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Toy story
T

he Christmas Essentials toy test 
Drive was bigger than ever this 
year. We had our largest team of 
toy testers, with ages ranging from 

seven-months (Maggie) through to 17 (Kyan), 
and more than 100 toys to put through their 
paces. Two new families joined the fun, while 
several of our regular families returned to do it 
all again. Our kids had a wonderful time trying 
out a whole new range of fun and engaging 
toys, craft activities, blocks, electronic 
gadgets, ride-ons and cuddly toys. The result 
of all this intense toy scrutiny can be seen 
on the following pages where we display 
the kids’ favourites toys – the ones that they 
kept coming back to, which withstood lots 
of rigorous play and stood out for their clever 
design and child-friendly features. We also 
looked for toys that offered an alternative 
to the mass-produced, more commercial 
offerings that fl ood the market. 

As with every year, our child testers 
were invited to keep a favourite toy from 
the review, and the rest of the toys were 
donated to a local charity. This year 
Community Support Frankston, which 
provides aid to struggling families, was the 
recipient of the toys. Manager Vicki Martin 
said the donation would mean “we will have 
a lot of happy children in our community on 
Christmas Day”.

Christmas Essentials would like to thank 
the toy suppliers, many of whom are small 
businesses, for their generosity in donating 
toys.

And a big thank-you goes to ever-patient 
photographer Jaime Murcia and our team of 
testers Maggie, Abigail, Blax, Joe, Tia, Airley, 
Mirra, Riley, Benji, Jaime, Jasper, Jason, 
Pier, Ollie, Billie, Darcy and Kyan and their 
parents.
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STOCKISTS DETAILS PAGE 60

When you’re seeking the expert advice, who better to go 
to than our savvy young testers. WORDS MICHELLE HAMER   PICTURES JAIME MURCIA

SUSUSUSUSUSUSUSUSSUSSSUSUSUSUSUSUSUSUSUSSUSUSSUSSSSSUSUSUSSSSUSSUSUSUSSSSSUSUSUSUSUSUSUSUSSSUSUSUSUSSSSUSUUSSSUSUSSUSUUSSUSUSSSUUUUUUSSUSUSUSUSUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUSUSSUUUUSSSSUUUUUUSSUUUUUSUUUUUUUSUUSUSUSUSUSSSSSSSSUUSSSUUNDNDNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN AYA  • DECEMBER 9

Flying Penguin’s Spinning Bells, rrp $49.95, is 
also a musical toy. Abigail wears Mini Kiniki’s 
Ditsy Polka Onsie, rrp $29.99, and bow 
headband, rrp $9.99, by Pumpkin Patch. 

From left: Joe holds Jasnor’s Giggle and Hoot, Super Hoot Beanie, rrp $34.95 
and Moppet Poppet’s Shen the Panda, rrp $92.50; Jaime holds Jasnor’s Boo 
the dog, rrp $29.99, and Tia has La de dah kids’ Pink Stripe Owl, rrp $55. 
Tia wears eeni meeni’s Tangerine and silver ruched dress, rrp $89.95, and 
Signature headband, rrp $14.95; Joe wears a Tangerine Herringbone tee, 
rrp $39.95. Jaime wears Kiniki Kids’ Indian Girl tee, rrp $34.99. 

Tia and Airley loved 
these tough-wearing 
Fairy Divas, rrp $95, 
by Let’s Dress Up. 

Jasnor’s Ugly Dolls, rrp $24.95, are also cuddly, soft and 
huggable. Mirra wears Miss shop fl oral garland, rrp $19.95, 
at Myer, and Kathmandu hooded pullover, rrp $99.98.

Thumbs up for Tidlo’s Star Flower guitars, 
rrp $39.95 each. A big plus is that they don’t 
strain parents’ eardrums. Joe wears Little 
Villains’ Day of the Dead tee, rrp, $21.95, 
Kiniki Kids’ cargo pants, rrp, $54.95, and 
Mooky’s navy diver shoes, rrp, $74.95.Tia 
wears Havoc Denim’s Longbeach playsuit, 
rrp $59.95, Milk White sandals, rrp $32.99, 
by Pumpkin Patch. 

Jason was set to hit the waves with Piping 
Hot Beginner’s surfboard, rrp $89, Piping Hot 
wetsuit, rrp $29, from Target, Smiggle towel, 
$29.95, and Smiggle backpack, rrp $39.95. 

Urban Baby’s cute and maneuverable 
Le Loupiots Rode-On Croc, rrp $250. Blax 
wears Marquise’s Tortoise romper, rrp $32.95.  

Green Toys’ Recycling 
Truck is a great way to 

reinforce environmental 
messages while kids 

play. It has a moveable 
recycling bed and an 

opening rear door, 
rrp $44.90. Riley wears 

Mosimo’s Kids Heath 
shirt, rrp $54.95, and  

walk shorts, rrp $59.95 
and Skechers’ Ravage 

Manifold sandals, 
rrp $69.95.  

Scatological humour always 
tends to get a laugh from 
kids, and Moose’s Doggie 
Doo Game, rrp $30, delivered. 
Joe wears Little Villains’ 
Hazardous tee, rrp $21.95, 
Havoc Denim’s skater shorts, 
rrp $49.95, and Skechers’ 
E-Wave Lassitude shoes, 
rrp $69.95. Pier wears 
One Sunday’s Tie Top 
dress, rrp $99.95, Forage’s 
handmade hairbands, 
rrp $8.50, and bracelet 
by Litchi, rrp $65, at 
So French So Chic.


